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Our Mission: 
To promote recovery and offer solutions to those facing mental illnesses, addiction and other social challenges.

Our Vision: 
Choice, Hope, and Recovery are within everyone’s reach.

Our Values: 
•  Partnering with individuals, businesses, and communities, balancing efficiency and effectiveness in all we do
•  Diversity and the right to be respected, self-governing, and accountable 
•  The right to choice in services, housing, and work
•  The power of hope
•  Setting long-term and bold goals, including recovery

A team of surveyors visited 
Meridian in June 2011 
to conduct a rigorous 
evaluation of Meridian’s 
practices and operations. 
Our effectiveness, efficiency 
and overall quality were 
measured against national 
standards. 

The lobby in Meridian’s Main Building in Gainesville stays busy as our caring staff work to connect people with healthcare solutions. A burst pipe in May 2011 flooded our lobby, but we didn’t miss a 
single appointment. After weeks of renovation, we’re back to regular operation and we’re better than before. Call for a tour so we can show you our remodeled reception area: 352-374-5600 x8220.

Find an interactive version of this report at www.mbhci.org. Visit us online for more information, photos and news about Meridian, healthcare and our community.

25,177 lives touched
13,847 people enrolled in treatment 
(11,330 people helped through outreach and prevention)

265,581 treatment visits
$1.7M in uncompensated care
The positive effects of the healthcare solutions we offer ripple 
through our communities touching the lives of friends, families, 
co-workers, neighbors, employers... Not to mention the 
positive societal effects and the formation of stronger families, 
economies, and communities. From the moment someone walks 
through our door, our focus is on connecting them with solutions.

Margarita Labarta, Ph.D. 
   President/Chief Executive Officer

Steve Pittman, Ph.D.
Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer

Jennifer Stull  
Senior Vice President, Administrative Services/Chief Financial Officer

Richard Anderson, MHS, CAP 
Senior Vice President, New Business & Specialty Programs

Jackie Knabel, MHRM, SPHR 
Senior Vice President, Human Resources

Sherry Houston 
Senior Vice President, Advancement

Donald Savoie
Senior Vice President, Information Technology/Chief Information OfficerEx
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Sinoma Brown - Chair         
Dixie County

Pam Ward - Vice Chair
Lafayette County

Sharon Gay - Secretary
Hamilton County

Alan Boggs
Columbia County, At-Large

Marjorie Carmichael
Suwannee County

Lillian Cason
Columbia County

Rev. Ross Chandler
Bradford County

Deborah Gordon
Union County

Debra Jones
Levy County

Sharon Longworth
Alachua County

Paul Metts 
Alachua County, At-Large

Irma Phillips-Maxwell
Alachua County

Roslyn Slater
Alachua County

Larry Turner
Alachua County

Mary Jane Weaver
Columbia County

Linda Weseman
Alachua County

Patricia Yates
Gilchrist CountyBo
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visit www.mbhci.org for 
pictures and meeting times



The BIG picture
Healthcare is in an interesting state of change. It just so happens that Meridian is in the business of change; in 
reality, all healthcare is. It’s about the whole person: Change your diet, change your habits, change your lifestyle... 
Change your life. 

It’s no accident that you had to change perspectives when you opened this report. Changing perspectives is 
something that we all have to do from time to time. Here at Meridian, we consider it an opportunity to look at the 
big picture. 

For decades, solutions for people with mental illnesses and addictions were shrouded in mystery and plagued by 
stigma. But today, we’re at a tipping point where public understanding, science-based treatments, and a sense of 
urgency about addressing these illnesses are converging. We now know that brain disorders are not isolated from 
other ailments. For instance, diabetes often combines with depression; and when it does, the cost for the diabetes 
treatment increases by 60 percent. But until recently, mental illnesses and addiction have been segregated, 
separated from primary or physical healthcare. Today, we are changing our perspective; Meridian’s services are 
designed to integrate care for the whole person.

It’s time to change perspective. Behavioral healthcare is healthcare.
57.7 million Americans are diagnosed with a mental illness each year. Each year 23.5 million Americans need 
treatment for alcohol or drug problems. Many also have other chronic health conditions. Although there are millions 
of Americans in need of healthcare solutions to address mental illnesses, addictions, and other social challenges, 
there are many reasons to be optimistic. As with many health challenges, our awareness is building. More and 
more communities are embracing treatment, becoming educated and are able to respond with skill and compassion 
to save lives. Meridian is proud to be at the center for those efforts in our community.

Recovery is real; every day, people move from illness to wellness, from disability to independence, from isolation 
to community. But recovery is possible only to the extent that people can access treatment. As a society, we need 
to change perspectives and look at the big picture of overall health and wellness. We invite you to join Meridian, to 
make this change happen.

Healthy regards,
Maggie Labarta, Ph.D.

President/CEO



13,847 people 
were enrolled in direct 
treatment last year. 

Our healthcare options grew this year with the opening of The Lodge at Meridian, an optional housing component to intensive outpatient treatment, and the expansion of our Opioid Treatment Program 
through renovations at our offices in Lake City. Call us for a tour of either of these newly renovated programs, 352-374-5600 x8220.
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Access Center & Emergency Screening 3.37% 3.63%

Acute Inpatient (CSU & Detox) 2.70% 4.53%

Case Management 25.74% 8.15%

Families in Transition 1.80% n/a

Family Crisis Team 1.57% n/a

Forensic n/a 6.00%

Group Homes n/a 4.47%

Intensive Outpatient n/a 1.44%

Opioid Treatment Program (OTP) n/a 8.96%

Outpatient 45.16% 16.48%

Outreach n/a 1.45%

Psychiatric Services 7.83% 6.72%

Psychosocial Rehabilitation & Supported Employment 7.95% 33.90%

Recovery Center 3.89% n/a

Residential Treatment n/a 3.75%

Specialized Family Welfare Services n/a 0.52%

Healthcare Utilization

Community Expenditures, by program
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Visit us online at www.mbhci.org for additional treatment information and photos of our newly renovated facilities.  



Meridian serves people across a ten county area in North Central Florida. Sometimes our clients have to travel off the beaten path to access the healthcare solutions they need. Through technological 
communications advancements, we are working to implement psychiatric telemedicine increase and improve access to healthcare. Call us to see how high-tech we’ve gotten, 352-374-5600 x8220.

Meridian offers a comprehensive array of healthcare solutions including: psychiatric, counseling, 
rehabilitative services, care coordination, inpatient and residential treatment for mental health and 
substance use disorders, and specialized services for children and families. A full list of services can be 
found at www.mbhci.org. 

The following Evidence Based Practices are utilized to achieve proven results:

•	 Trauma Informed Services
•	 Family Intervention Specialists
•	 Families in Transition
•	 Residential and Outpatient Services

•	 Co-occurring enhanced services

•	 Therapeutic courts and jail diversion
•	 Criminal Justice Mental Health Substance Abuse Grant Program
•	 Jail Diversion and Trauma Recovery-Priority to Veterans Grant
•	 Dependency Drug Court
•	 Adult Criminal Drug Court

•	 Vivitrol Pilot

•	 Pregnant/Post-Partum Addictions Residential Services

•	 Opioid Treatment Program

•	 Primary Care Integration

•	 HIV Services

•	 Mental Health First Aid 

If you or a loved one are in need of services, call our Access Center at 352-374-5600, option 3. Available 
24-hours per day, our caring staff can help connect you with a variety of healthcare solutions. 

86.9% of consumers report problems as “a great deal or somewhat better”

92.9% of consumers would recommend us to others

“I really appreciate Meridian and their services... I feel like I am treated 
like I have private care when I am at Meridian.” 

Client from Outpatient

“Meridian has helped me out in my times of need; it’s the best out there.” 
Client from Medical Services

“I am very thankful for everything Meridian has done.” 
Client from Residential Services

Programs are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, 
Department of Children and Families

You can’t know where every road will 
take you in life; sometimes we need 
help getting where we want to be. 

Each year Meridian 
helps thousands of 
people find their way.



Celebrating success and 
addressing challenges; 
our annual meetings are a place for 
community stakeholders to come together 
in support of area healthcare and take a 
look at Meridian’s big picture.

Members of the community gathered to celebrate achievements and honor Choice, Hope, Recovery award winners at Meridian’s annual meeting. The event draws stakeholders from across the ten county 
area that Meridian serves for a night focused on the future of the area’s healthcare needs. 

Meridian’s Opioid Treatment Program was expanded to Lake City. The expansion of this vital program, came after lengthy facility renovations, addition of 28 parking spaces and exhaustive 
review by licensing and regulatory agencies, resulting in approximately 300 more people having access to the healthcare solutions they need.

Meridian’s weekly radio show reached new audiences as it became the Meridian Behavioral Healthcare Home Page on WIND-FM and K-Country. An expansion that brought the show’s weekly 
message to people in all the counties we serve. 

Meridian’s Sandy Callan was selected as Peer Specialist of the Year 2011-2012 by the Florida Council for Community Mental Health.  Sandy’s nomination included the following excerpt: When 
Sandy was first approached for the position of a Peer Specialist she was receiving services in Rehab. At the time Sandy was struggling with isolation psychiatric symptoms, and the side effects 
of ECT.  Desperate to find a way out of her nightmare, she decided to try it. [In Sandy’s words,] “I remember my first home visit.  The person did not want to get out of bed.  I just sat with her 
and started to talk.  Right then I knew I could do it.” Today that person greets Sandy when she visits her at her home and willingly engages in enriching activities that fulfill her life...

Meridian’s Ropes Course was expanded when it was moved to a tree-covered, shady area. The newly renovated course features several additional “high elements” including multiple aerial balance 
obstacles and a massive climbing wall. 

Choice, Hope, Recovery awards  were presented at Meridian’s annual meeting. Allison LeBaron, Ember’s Wood Grill, Dance Alive National Ballet, and Willis of Florida/Willis Foundation were 
each honored with a Choice, Hope, Recovery award, presented to an individual or group that continually supports Meridian’s commitment to enhancing the lives of those we serve.

Meridian’s Kevin Coulson received a wOw Amazing Creative award from the Advertising Federation of Gainesville for Who is Meridian? - 2011 Annual Report to Our Communities; given for 
a high level of creative communication excellence in our local market.

A cross-departmental team implemented Meridian’s Business Intelligence system to streamline information collection and to facilitate data driven decision making at all levels of the organization. 

Property and building,  adjacent to the north boundary of Meridian’s campus in Gainesville, were acquired and renovated transforming the space into The Lodge at Meridian, an optional 
housing component for people seeking solutions through our partial hospitalization program.

Meridian’s Sebrenah Phillips, BS CPP CBHT, was recognized with the Above and Beyond Award by the Florida Bureau of HIV/AIDS as a member of Florida’s 2012-15 Statewide Coordinated 
Statement of Need and Comprehensive Plan Writing Group.

Meridian received a federal grant to obtain the communications equipment and implement Psychiatric Telemedicine, making psychiatric services more readily available to people in the ten 
counties we serve in North Central Florida and beyond. 

Meridian’s medical services department implemented ePrescribing to reduce prescription errors and increase speed and ease of prescribing needed medicine.

HealthyBusiness, a collection of solutions related to business needs, such as LiveScan finger printing, employee assistance programs, and Mental Health First Aid, was introduced as part of 
Meridian’s focus on community health. 

Five houses were acquired for the operation of the Neighborhood Stabilization Program to expand Meridian’s options for housing solutions. A
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Visit us online at www.mbhci.org for photos of these and other accomplishments.  



Ms. Ann Adams    
Dr. Lawrence Adu    
Advanced Auto Store    
Akerman Senterfitt    
Alachua Pawn & Jewelry
Ms. Tina Alfieri    
Ms. Nancy Alfonso    
Allen Enterprises of Gainesville, Inc.    
Ms. Amalia Alvarez    
Mr. Richard Anderson    
Anderson Family Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Badcock Home Furnishings, Chiefland
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Allison Barker    
Mr. Russell M. Bauer    
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Jennifer Bennett    
Ms. Sheryl Ann Benton    
Ms. Wanda Bergman    
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Patricia Berne    
Ms. Keri L. Bias    
Mr. Gabriel and Mrs. Nancy Bitton    
Ms. Mary Blackie    
Dr. Beth-Anne Blue    
B’nai Israel Community Day School    
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Cindy Boggs    
Ms. Janet Boggs    
Ms. Carol Bohmer    
Ms. Vikita Bracey    
Ms. Myriah Brady    
Ms. Pam Brannin    
Mr. Blas Brown    
Mr. Jerry Brown    
Mrs. Sinoma Brown

Ms. Charlene Brown    
Mr. Victor Buehler, Jr.   
Ms. Amy C. Bullard    
Mr. Chris and Mrs. Michelle Cannon    
Ms. Scarlet E. Cannon    
Ms. Virginia Carnahan    
Mr. Dell and Mrs. Lillian Cason    
Dr. Fernando Castro    
Ms. Marina Cecchini    
Central Florida Electric Cooperative, 
Inc.

Ms. Rachael Channing    
Cheek Pharmacy, Inc.    
Mr. Jonathan M. Cherry    
Ms. Mabel Che-Tuma    
Citizens Commission on Human Rights 
Florida     

Ms. Traci Coates    
Coffee News    
Community Foundation of North 
Central Florida    

Ms. Andrea Cooper    

Cornerstone Financial Group    
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Sarah Coulson    
Ms. Candice Cox    
Mrs. Amanda Craig    
Ms. Terri Crawford    
Ms. Ashley Curtis    
Mrs. Tahereh Daliri-Sherafat    
Ms. June M. Daniels    
Ms. Sadie Darnell    
DATIS    
Ms. Shalyla M. Davis    
Ms. Jennifer Deachin    
Dean Mead & Bovay    
Ms. Virginia Delabarrera    
Ms. Debra Dewein    
Dex Imaging, Inc.    
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Linda Divergilio    
Ms. Grace L. Dixon    
Ms. Taress Dixon    
Mr. Ben I. Doerr    
Mr. Victor and Ms. Jane Doig    
Dr. Calogero Dolce    
Dominion Diagnostics, LLC    
Ms. Jeanette Draughon    
Duke Insurance    
Ms. Tracey Duncan    
Durabi & Associates    
Mr. John Edward Jr.   
Ms. Heather Edwards    
Ms. Susan Eichner    
Ms. Karyn Lockerman Elliot
Embers Prime Steaks Wood Grill
Mr. Philip and Mrs. Barbara Emmer

Mr. Jonnathan A. Estrada    
Ms. Lynda Evans    
Florida Food Service    
Dr. Sarah Frazier    
Ms. Lisa M. Frost    
Ms. Paula Varnes Fussell    
Gainesville Regional Utilities    
Mr. David Garland    
Mrs. Ann A. Gasser    
Ms. Joanne Gibson    
Mr. John and Mrs. Sheila Gilmour    
Ms. Carrie Glebe    
Mr. Jason P. Goble    
Ms. Dedrie L. Godbolt    
Dr. Mark Gold    
Ms. Barbara Graeber    
Ms. Sylvia Green    
Ms. Marlene Greenspan    
Golf & Tennis Etc. of Gainesville    
Ms. Sherrie Guthrie    
Ms. Raellen D. Halle    

Hands on Learning Educational 
Services, LLC

Ms. Nancy Harrison    
Haven Hospice    
Ms. Octavia Hayes    
Ms. Bruna Herbert    
Heritage Bank    
Ms. Melissa Hewitt    
Mr. Joshua and Mrs. Amanda Hires    
Ms. Ann Hodges    
Dr. Joel and Mrs. Sherry Houston    
Mr. Donnie L. Huckaba    
Mr. James J. Hughes    
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Cathy Ipser    
Ms. Jo Irving    
Mr. Alan Iverson    
Ms. Betty Jackson    
Ms. Kathryn M. Jemmot    
Jiffy Food Store    
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Jackie Johnson    
Mr. Mike and Mrs. Dana Johnson    
Mr. Robert J. Johnson    
Mr. Richard T. Jones    
Mrs. Debra F. Jones    
Ms. Carla Jones    
Ms. Shannon Juarbe    
Junior League of Gainesville    
Ms. Irene Kellner    
Dr. Gale G. Kempner    
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Susan Kirkland    
Ms. Jackie Knabel    
Mr. John Knuth, Jr.   
Dr. Maggie Labarta and Mr. Jon Cherry
Mr. Norman and Mrs. Melody Laflam
Ms. Saundra Lager
Lake City News Advertiser    
Mr. Matt and Mrs. Stacey Lang

Lang Jewelers Inc.    
Ms. Susan V. Langston    
Langston Insurance Agency, Inc.    
Larry Turner, Peg O’Connor, Ron 
Kozlowski, Law Firm

Mr. Martin Laughlin    
Lavender & Wyatt Systems, Inc.    
Mrs. Allison LeBaron    
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Tracy Lee    
Ms. Martha Legler    
Dr. Maurice and Mrs. Nicole Levy    
Dr. Jing Liu    
Mr. Samuel Lyons    
Ms. Kristie Mabbitt    
Mrs. Rachel MacCallum    
Mr. William and Mrs. Esther Mauffray    
Ms. Bungorn Maxwell    
Ms. Arleen Mazzella    
Ms. Letitia McCrary    
Mr. Ted and Mrs. Hallie McFetridge    
Ms. Susan Elizabeth McIntosh-O’Grady
Mr. Paul Metts    

Ms. Sara Mihlfeld    
Ms. Kierra Miller    
Mr. Isaiah B. Minter    
Mr. Rodney Mount    
Ms. Karen Murray    
Mrs. Connie Naiman    
Mr. Brooks H. Nelson    
Ms. Jean Nichols    
Ms. Corinna Dee Nixon    
North Central Florida CPCU Society    
North Florida Wealth Advisors    
Ms. Carla E. Oliver    
Omi’s Elegant Catering    
Mr. Joseph Orovecz    
Mr. Anju Owens    
Palms Medical Group    
Mr. Eric Parker
Mr. Hasmukh Patel    
Mr. Alan Paulin    
Mrs. Susannah Peddie    
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Ann Perry    
Mr. Manuel J. Peruga    
Ms. Sebrenah Phillips    
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Anita Pittman    
Plum Creek Foundation    
PNC Wealth Management    
Ms. Katrina M. Poleon    
Ms. Pamela Gruca Ponder    
Qualifacts Systems, Inc.    
Quinn Family Charitable Foundation, 
Inc.

Mr. Pierre and Mrs. Lillian Ramond    
Dr. Carlos and Mrs. Omi Risco    
Ms. Tricia Rispoli
Ms. Mary Robinson    
Mr. Dwayne and Mrs. Melody Rollison
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Leslie Y. Roseman

Ms. Leslie Roseman    
Mr. Thomas Rossow    
Ms. Robin Rouse    
Ms. Carey Ryan    
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Mary Ryngaert    
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Nancy Salamon    
Mr. Michael Di Salvo    
Ms. Tamara Sanders    
Dr. Jackson and Mrs. Lynne Sasser    
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Karen Savoie    
Ms. Stacy A. Scott    
Scrubs Car Wash    
Mr. Christopher B. Scuderi    
Ms. Michele Sebring    
Ms. Shannon L. Sellers    
Shands Vista    
Ms. Karen Sheets    
Ms. Martha Shonter    
Mr. Kevin and Dr. Ann Shortelle    
Mr. Jake Silvola-Finch    
Ms. Larshon M. Sims    

Ms. Linda Skalsky    
Ms. Nicole Smigielski    
Mr. Jamel T. Smith    
Mr. James O. Smith    
Mr. Rod and Mrs. Deidra Smith    
Ms. Ann Smith    
Mr. Shannon Smith
Ms. Viola Smith    
Smith Asset Management Company, 
LLC

Smith Law Firm, LLC    
Ms. Martha J. Snider    
Mr. David Snow    
Mr. Stuart and Mrs. Eileen Solin    
Ms. Sequita J. Solomon    
Mr. John and Mrs. Sheila Spence    
State Attorney’s Office, Circuit 8    
Ms. Alisa Stephens    
Ms. Cheryl A. Stephens    
Ms. Anna Strayer    
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Jennifer Stull    
Mr. Ronald Sullivan    
Sun State Financial Solutions, LLC    
Ms. Rana Tallador    
Ms. Dolores Tan    
Ms. Taungi Taylor    
TD Bank    
Ms. Mary Ellen Todd    
Todd Gray Construction    
Tower Hill Insurance Group    
Ms. Ruth Trimmer    
Ms. Betsy Trobaugh    
Mr. Russell and Mrs. Marlene Tuttle
United Way of North Central Florida    
Ms. Melisa Urrutia    
Ms. Leah Vail    
Mr. Anthony Valentino

Mr. Henri and Mrs. Johanna Van 
Rinsvelt

Mr. Terry and Mrs. Jennifer Vaughan    
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Tanya Walsh    
Ms. Ronda Washington    
Ms. Aktaveya E. Watkins    
Mr. David M. Webster    
Ms. Heather Weitz    
Ms. Eileen Westwood    
Whiddon Construction Company    
Ms. Lisa A. Williams    
Willis of Florida, Inc.
Willis Foundation
Mr. Aflis Wilson
Ms. Shannon Wilson
Mr. James Winters    
Ms. Linda Wolf    
Ms. Karen Woods    
Ms. Patricia Yates
Mrs. Mantha Young
Mr. William C. and Mrs. Carole E. 
Zegel

Generous donations 
help us bring the big picture into focus.

Generous grants from the Willis Foundation and Publix Super Market Charities helped facilitate the relocation and expansion of our Ropes Course. Then, the Alpha Phi Omega 
service fraternity at the University of Florida cleaned the course and laid over 17 yards of mulch. Call us to set up a tour and maybe a climb on the rock wall, 352-374-5600 x8220.

Meridian began hosting more intimate, casual fundraisers and ‘friendraisers’ including Syncopation and Spirits held at Ember’s Wood Grill. 

A Planned Giving Luncheon was held for members of the community with information presented by a panel of experts in tax and estate planning.  

Meridian was honored as the beneficiary of the CPCU Society of North Central Florida’s Annual Charity Golf Tournament. 

B’nai Israel Community Day School initiated a community partnership with Meridian, resulting in the collection of thousands of dollars worth 
of donations for our Mother’s Intensive Supportive Treatment (MIST) program. 

For information about upcoming Meridian events, visit: www.mbhci.org.

Visit us online at www.mbhci.org for photos of these events.



Board of Associates
Matt Barker, Cornerstone Financial
Sarah Beck, AstraZeneca
Charlene Brown, Columbia Bank
Sinoma Brown, Liaison Meridian Board of Directors
Terence Brown, Brown & Sexton Law Firm
Glenn Bryan, Assistant State Attorney
Rachael Channing, GTN - Gainesville Television Network
Sheriff Sadie Darnell, Alachua County Sheriff’s Office
Deborah Dukes, Exactech
Barbara & Phil Emmer, Emmer Development
Robert J. Fetterman, Jr., Santa Fe College 
Mark Fitzgerald, The Coffee News
Todd Gray, Todd Gray Construction Services Inc.
Sam Guess, Dex Imaging
Cathy & Jim Ipser, Community Volunteers
Jodi Irving, College of Nursing, Universtiy of Florida
Joel Islam, Florida Food Service
Debby Kinman-Ford, B’nai Israel Community Day School
Matt & Stacy Lang, Lang Jewelers
Barzella Papa, Community Foundation of North Central Florida
Eric Parker, Willis of Florida
Denisse Perez, Community Volunteer
Omi Risco, Omi’s Elegant Catering
Connie Rollberg, PNC Bank
Melanie Shore, M & S Bank
Brad Smith, Bradford County Sheriff’s Office
Shannon Smith, Attorney at Law
Betsy Trobaugh, David F. Miller Center for Retailing Education and Research, 
University of Florida 

Terry Vaughn, Bradford County Supervisor of Elections
Tonya Meyer Walsh, Community Volunteer
Mantha Young, Lake City Advertiser

Friends, donors, and advocates of Meridian gathered on a beautiful Sunday evening at Ember’s Wood Grill for Syncopation and Spirits, a relaxed fundraiser celebrating the strong 
relationships we’ve formed over the years. To learn about upcoming events, call us at 352-374-5600 x8220 or visit us online at www.mbhci.org.

Community investment can be measured in many ways: by time, money, and public 
support. Growth in one, or even better, all of these capacities is a positive indicator 
and certainly welcomed in lean times. Thankfully, Meridian is experiencing 
significant growth in all of these areas. 

Meridian’s Board of Associates, our fundraising and advocacy board, has grown by eight 
people over the last year. This growth has helped Meridian to increase donations, 
monetary and in-kind, by 45% over the past year, even though economic challenges 
are top of mind for all of us. Finally, Meridian has had the opportunity to develop 
several strong and mutually-beneficial partnerships across North Central Florida and 
beyond. 

Meridian has supported the health and wellness of our communities for forty years. 
The past four decades have been filled with accomplishments and challenges, ups and 
downs. With more and more people in need of the healthcare solutions Meridian 
offers, we expect the next forty years to be just as exciting; and we know that we’ll 
need your help. We need to increase compassion and understanding. The odds are 
that you are affected in some way by mental illnesses or addictions. The lives at risk 
are not those of faceless strangers, but of our friends, neighbors, family, and ourselves. 

You can help. Let’s work together to support the health and wellness of our 
communities. Become a donor, an advocate, a volunteer, or just get educated about 
our community’s healthcare needs. Call 352-374-5600 x 8220 to learn how.D
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Connect with us online
mbhci.org

facebook.com/mbhci
twitter.com/mbhci

linkedin.com/company/meridian-behavioral-healthcare-inc.
youtube.com/mbhci

pinterest.com/mbhci
instagram.com/mbhci

foursquare.com/mbhci

What did you think about this report? Love it or hate it, we want to know. Visit www.mbhci.org to take a short survey,  or call 352-274-5600 x8218.



Main Office:
4300 SW 13th Street 
Gainesville, FL 32608

800-330-5615
352-374-5600

www.mbhci.org

Serving people in North Central Florida and beyond, with offices in 

Alachua  .  Bradford  .  Columbia  .  Dixie  .  Gilchrist 
Hamilton  .  Lafayette  .  Levy  .  Suwannee  .  Union


